
POLICY & PROCEDURE
DEFIBRILLATORS/AEDS AND CRASH CARTS

Policy Statement

Defibrillators/AEDs and Crash Carts are only effective during an emergency when all of the equipment is in proper working order.  Crash carts are set up for the type of life threatening event expected to occur in this office (i.e., cardiac, anaphylaxis, etc.).  Items found on the crash cart include [defibrillator/AED unit, oxygen, drugs, etc., as appropriate].  If your office treats pediatric patients then you should segregate adult life saving items from pediatric life saving items.

Procedure
1. Post the emergency response procedure next to the phones, including the telephone number to dial (i.e. 911, 9-911).

2. Check defibrillator/AED and/or crash cart daily (a crash cart checklist can make this much easier) to make sure it is ready for use, as follows:  

a. The battery is charged and it is working properly; refer to the manufacturer’s recommendations for any additional requirements.

b. The oxygen cylinder wrench is placed on the crash cart if not already attached to the cylinder. Open the cylinder to make sure it is full and that oxygen is coming from the flow indicator valve.

c. A detailed list of all the medications and their expiration dates is kept in the crash cart binder.

d. The drawers to the crash cart are locked at all times to ensure all of the medications, needles, syringes and other equipment remain intact.

3. A short backboard or similar device for CPR is available with other resuscitative equipment.

Once used:
4. EMTs may download any rescue data from the defibrillator/AED.

5. All supplies and equipment are checked and replaced immediately, as necessary, to ensure readiness for the next emergency.  
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