POLICY & PROCEDURE
HAZARDOUS AND MEDICAL WASTE 

Policy Statement

All hazardous and medical waste will be managed according to federal, state and local rules and regulations. There will be a designated person who is knowledgeable of federal, state and local rules and regulations governing the management of any hazardous and/or medical waste for which the facility may be responsible.

Definitions

Hazardous Waste:
1. Corrosive - a chemical capable of dissolving or wearing away of substances, including tissue, such as glutaraldehyde 

2. Flammable - easily catches fire and tends to burn rapidly, such as formaldehyde vapors

3. Reactive - a reactive chemical is capable of participating in a rapid and sometimes violent reaction with other chemicals and substances, such as mixing phenol and formaldehyde

4. Toxic - can cause injury or death if swallowed, inhaled, or absorbed through the skin, such as anti-neoplastic drugs or mercury

Medical Waste:
1. Any waste used in a health care facility that, if not contained and managed properly, could result in the transfer of infection, such as:

· microbiological wastes

· blood and blood products

· pathological  wastes

· used sharps

· animal wastes

· communicable disease, CDC class 4, isolation wastes

· contaminated lab wastes

· surgical and autopsy wastes that were in contact with infectious wastes

· dialysis wastes

· contaminated medical equipment

· unused discarded sharps

Nuclear Waste: 
1. Any substance that is radioactive

Procedure

Identify Waste
Determine by definition if the waste generated will be “Hazardous”, “Medical” or “Nuclear” Waste?

Labeling
1. Hazardous Waste - label as follows:
· “hazardous waste” in large print

· description of contents

· date collection in the container began

· name, address, business phone number, state permit or identification number (if applicable) for the generator of the waste

· name, address, business phone number, state permit or identification number (if applicable) of the transporters, treatment facilities, or other persons to whose control the medical waste is transferred

· date upon which the hazardous waste was packaged

· if possible attach MSDS label
2. Medical Waste - label as follows:
· “Biomedical Waste” or “Medical Waste” in large print

· international biohazard symbol if possible

· description of contents 

· date collection in the container began

· name, address, business phone number, state permit or identification number (if applicable) for the generator of the waste

· name, address, business phone number, state permit or identification number (if applicable) of the transporters, treatment facilities, or other persons to whose control the medical waste is transferred

· date upon which the medical waste was packaged
3. Treated waste - label as follows:
· name, address, business phone number, for the generator of the waste

· date when the waste was treated

· treatment method utilized

· statement indicating that the waste has been treated and is no longer medical waste
4. Write labels using permanent ink and secure label in a manner that will prevent unintentional removal.

5. Use lettering no less than one inch in height and ensure the wording is readily visible if the container is in a lateral position.

Storage
1. Segregation and Containment

Segregate all waste materials at the time they are produced to prevent: 
· cross contamination of non-hazardous or medical waste
· dangerous reactions with other wastes or materials
· maintain all hazardous and medical waste in an appropriate container per federal, state and/or local regulations
· frequently clean and/or disinfect carts used to transfer waste materials within the medical practice and do not use them for other duties

· store containers in the area where the waste is generated, if feasible
2. Hazardous Waste

· determine the maximum amount of waste that will be generated monthly

· contact the EPA and the RCRA to determine:

· if a permit is needed to store any of the hazardous waste generated

· the appropriate container type for any of the hazardous waste generated

· the total allowable monthly volume that can be stored

· the environmental conditions that may be required for storage including security

· recommended inspection parameters and schedule

· keep all containers secure and closed unless being added to or emptied

· manage and store cytotoxic (anti-neoplastic agent) waste per OSHA guidelines
3. Medical Waste

· store medical waste near the area of generation or at the area of pick up if it will be transported off-site

· secure sharps containers from public access and consider full at ¾ of total volume

· maintain storage areas used for medical waste:  

· ensure they are durable, easily cleaned, and impermeable to liquids, protected from vermin and other vectors, and have proper environmental conditions and ventilation 

· do not use carpet or flooring with seams

· secure and restrict access to designated personnel

· post with biohazard symbols and warning signs both outside and inside

Disposal
1. Determine what the most effective method of disposal for this organization is based upon, but not limited to:

· federal, state and local regulations governing the type of waste generated

· resources available to the organization:

· financial

· facility size

· personnel

· liability
2. On-site Disposal 

· follow all federal, state and local regulations and guidelines

· maintain any required permits

· maintain records per OSHA and RCRA regulations and guidelines
3. Off-site Disposal

· determine an appropriate contractor based upon, but not limited to:

· services offered

· environmental offices referral

· liability coverage

· contingency strategies and capabilities

· service record

· interview

· cost

· contract

· maintain up to date regulations and confirm the contractor is following them

· maintain records per OSHA and RCRA regulations and guidelines

Contingency Planning
The contingency plan will provide reasonable means for back up storage and transportation should the primary system(s) fail.

1. have at least one extra container for each type of waste if feasible

2. have access to at least one alternative transportation system for both medical and hazardous waste

3. have a back up power source if power is needed to maintain waste storage

Spills
1. Small Spills

· train designated personnel with regards to management of small spills

· maintain an appropriate “Spill Kit” within the vicinity of waste generation for the type of waste being handled

· hazardous waste spill kit should contain at least:

· several bags of kitty litter, saw dust or sand to absorb spilled liquids

· brooms, dustpans and a square mouth shovel to sweep up the absorbent material 

· absorbent pillows or booms (available from spill kit suppliers) to contain larger liquid spills and prevent spills from entering drains

· heavy duty plastic bags or plastic drums (with a lid) to contain hazardous  material prior to disposal

· appropriate personal protective clothing (such as chemical resistant gloves, safety glasses)

· a wheelie bin to contain all the above equipment and store hazardous material prior to disposal

· medical waste spill kit should contain at least:

· a long sleeve gown, latex gloves, face mask with eye shield and shoe covers

· disinfectant spray solution

· towels for cleanup

· Pick Up Powder with spatula

· biohazard bags
2. Large spill

Refer to P&P: Emergency Response.

Nuclear Waste
Be familiar with and follow all Nuclear Regulatory Commission standards and regulations pertaining to any nuclear agents used on-site.

P&P – HAZARDOUS & MEDICAL WASTE

3

